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most exalted station as well as in the
humblest position. Yet we cannot altogether
agree with the band of enthusiasts who, at
present, make propaganda for Vedanta in
the West. We have a strong feeling that
Vedanta will never take the place of Christian
principle. Such endeavours are creditable
because they mean well, but must of necessity
fail, for the simple reason that they entirely
ignore religious evolution. They can have
no more success than a possible attempt to
replace the English by the Italian language
because of its softer soiind to some ears;
the tongue of Dante could never be natural,
but at best artificial growth in the drawing-
rooms of New York and London.

Again, the intrinsic merits of Vedanta are all
to be found in Christianity if people will only
take the trouble to search the Scriptures and
their own hearts. The star of Bethlehem is
but a humble flower in the garden of the soul,
but like the shamefaced violet, is rich in
hidden beauty. The weight of religion lies
not altogether in philosophic depth, but even
more in a pure and simple faith which can
be made a practical standard in the manifold
relations of every-day life. Such a faith, we
believe, is Christianity. Yet these reflections